
Letter from Executive Director and CoFounder Isabelle Gullö

C.A.R.E.4PAWS IS ON A ROLL  
WITH A NEW MOBILE CLINIC!

What would we do without YOU, our supporters? C.A.R.E.4Paws is on a 
roll, thanks to YOUR generous donations, sponsorships and grants. 

Let’s start with our new Spay Mobile. In January, with $51,000 raised, we 
bought a higher-capacity mobile clinic. Our original unit is getting old 
and mechanically unreliable, and it’s also very small. We have to ensure 
we can stay mobile, and after much research, we found an exceptional, 
larger (used) clinic with increased surgery and post-op recovery space. 

The new Spay Mobile needed a few upgrades, and we made those 
quickly thanks to more amazing gifts. Then we launched the clinic on 
April 1 and hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony at Oreana Winery to honor 
our supporters on April 29. Even though the event was intended as a 
celebration, our donors stepped up—once again—and raised $42,000 for 
the clinic that night and in the weeks following. 

Since April, we have accomplished so much with our new clinic! For one, 
we have increased our mobile spay/neuter surgery numbers to 80% of our 
countywide total. This means that in 2018, we will perform close to 1,000 
of our total 1,200 spay/neuter surgeries in the Spay Mobile. 

We’ve grown our Veterinary Intervention Program considerably, having 
helped 300-plus low-income, senior, disabled and homeless pet owners 
with vet care from April to July 15—compared to 100 pets total in 2017. 
We now offer medical care twice a week in our mobile clinic, assisting at 
least 75% of our medical clients “in house,” which saves us money. 

Most of our clients cannot afford to pay anything for these critical 
services, and we’re able to help them thanks to YOU, our donors, 
sponsors and grantors. This includes the newly formed Diana Basehart 
Lifeline Fund under C.A.R.E.4Paws—read more about Diana on page 4 
and “meet” some of the pets and pet owners we help on pages 5 to 7. 

And don’t miss updates on our Paws Up For Pets youth program on 
page 8. This important program is always on the move. 

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for all that you do. Please know 
that we can keep rolling because YOU C.A.R.E.4Paws!

Every bit helps!

Donate online at 
care4paws.org

WANT TO SUPPORT  
OUR MOBILE CLINIC?
Our “recognition wall”—in the 
mobile clinic and online—honors 
our wonderful supporters. Donors 
of $5,000 or more also get their 
names listed on the back of the van. 
More details on the next page. 
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The launch Party for 
our New Mobile Clinic
We had a lovely time at Oreana Winery on April 29, celebrating the official 
launch of the new Spay Mobile. C.A.R.E.4Paws has so many wonderful 
friends, and it was an honor to have more than 75 of our super supporters 
join us for a clinic tour along with updates on our Spay/Neuter and Veterinary 
Intervention Programs, which we are expanding now thanks to our new, 
higher-capacity unit. As cofounder Carlos Abitia, our Community Outreach & 
Youth Program Director, put it so perfectly, “it was an evening surrounded by 
our C.A.R.E.4Paws family.” Indeed, we have the BEST supporters!

A big thank you to Oreana Winery and our donors of delicious food: New 
West Special Occasion Catering and Stewart & Clark Fine Foods. Another 
big, heartfelt thank you to our donors that evening, including a matching 
$5,000 donation challenge from long-time supporters and cofounders Dwight 
and Kim Lowell. Their challenge helped inspire so many incredible gifts—all 
in all, we have raised $42,000 in support of our new clinic and the pet owners 
we help in our community. 

Our Spay Mobile supporters are all featured on our clinic “Recognition Wall,” 
to be made official on September 1. For now, you can see the temporary 
“wall” and our amazing donors at care4paws.org/clinicsupporters. And 
please see below for ways in which you can help.

Our CLINIC RECOGNITION WALL
To honor our supporters, we will feature a “Recognition Wall” inside of the Spay Mobile and a “virtual” wall on our 
website and in our next print newsletter. Donors giving $5,000 or more will also be featured on the back of the mobile 
clinic. View our gift levels here, and please know that your contribution goes a long way to help the community members 
and animals that need us the most. Please make your pledge by July 31.

Events: The Ribbon Cutting Celebration

Our Spay Mobile super supporters 
Richard Bornstein and Lyn Proctor with 
Isabelle Gullö.

More photos:
care4paws.org/ribboncutting

“C.A.R.E.4Paws is a 
blessing in disguise. 
All the hard work, time 
and dedication is God 
sent. Let us help this 
organization grow, 
prosper and bless our 
animal community.”  
– Ronnie Robledo

RECOGNITION LEVELS:

Platinum Paw $10,000

Gold Paw $5,000

Silver Paw $2,500

Bronze Paw $1,000

Copper Paw $250 – $500

TO MAKE A  
LIFE-SAVING GIFT:

Go to  
care4paws.org/donate 
OR mail a check to: 

C.A.R.E.4Paws 
8250 Santa Rosa Road  
Buellton, CA 93427

Contact Isabelle Gullö  
with questions:  
805.637.1892 or  
isabelle@care4paws.org
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In the photos: 1 Clair Lofthouse and Tim Eurman. 2 Arlene Geeb and Terry Knell. 
3 Melissa Musgrove, Kim Lowell and Lisa Reed. 4 Dan and Darcy Keep. 5 Carlos Abitia, 
Brandon and Lauren Sligh, and Dr. Tom Thompson, our lead Spay Mobile veterinarian. 
6 Randy Douglas, Santa Barbara Humane Society Board President, Isabelle Gullö, 
Carlos Abitia, and Kerri Burns, Executive Director, SBHS. 7 Board member Day Yeager, 
Chris Erskine & Mario Gonzales (cofounders and former board members) and Melissa 
Musgrove. 8 Kim and Dwight Lowell with Randy Douglas. 9 From left, Ken & Barbara 
Hershberg, Kipp & Carmen Young, Day Yeager. 

Photos by Wendy Domanski of WinkFace Photography



ACCESSIBLE VET CARE FOR MORE 
PETS THAN EVER!

In April, C.A.R.E.4Paws launched a new, higher-capacity 
mobile unit that has not only allowed us to increase our 
annual mobile spay/neuter surgery number, but to expand 
our Veterinary Intervention Program to assist 500 dogs 
and cats countywide with medical care, compared to 100 
pets in 2017. 

We run mobile “pet wellness days” every Wednesday and 
Friday, providing free and low-cost services to qualifying, 
low-income pet owners. This includes anything from 
vaccines, nail trimming and treatment of wounds and skin 
infections to dental cleanings and mass removals.

We alternate our medical days between South and North 
County, parking at central locations or going to facilities 
such as senior centers, homeless shelters and assisted 
living communities. Our caring medical team even does 
house calls when owners cannot leave their homes, due to 
lack of transportation, a disability or a health issue.

We know that many owners, as much as they love their 
pets, make the tough decision to relinquish their animals 
when they cannot afford to pay for vet care. Thanks to 
our new mobile clinic, we can make medical services 
accessible to even more pet owners in need in our 
community, allowing them to keep their beloved 
companions.

Between March and July 15, we have already assisted 
300 dogs and cats with veterinary care. 70% of these pets 
were helped in the mobile clinic and 30% by our partner 
veterinary clinics.

C.A.R.E.4Paws in the Community: Veterinary Intervention

We are so grateful for 
generous donations from 
private individuals and 
grantors, like the Diana 
Basehart Lifeline Fund, 
Grey Muzzle Organization, 
PetSmart Charities and 
Banfield Foundation. 
To make a life-saving 
donation, please visit 
care4paws.org/help.

THE RECENTLY FORMED DIANA BASEHART 
LIFELINE FUND SUPPORTS C.A.R.E.4PAWS

The expansion of our veterinary assistance program is partly due to the 
recent closing of Diana Basehart Foundation and the formation of the Diana 
Basehart Lifeline Fund under C.A.R.E.4Paws. Over the past four years, Diana 
Basehart Foundation provided medical care to more than 1,500 dogs and 
cats in southern Santa Barbara County. Now, founder Diana Basehart and 
several of her loyal foundation donors contribute significantly to the Lifeline 
Fund. “Since I was a child, I always wanted to prevent animals from suffering,” 
says Diana, wife of late actor Richard Basehart. “Diana Basehart Foundation 
assisted hundreds of pet-owning families in need of veterinary care. Today, the 
foundation’s legacy continues through our collaboration with C.A.R.E.4Paws.”

Lynnie Shaw & Diana Basehart, 
cofounders of Diana Basehart Foundation



OUR CLINIC GOES TO THE SOLVANG 
SENIOR CENTER

We hosted our first pet wellness day at the Solvang Senior 
Center on April 11, helping more than a dozen pets and 
their owners with free and low-cost shots, flea treatment, 
nail trims and exams. We returned on April 13 to provide 
more shots and a dental for sweet pup Pepe. “This is 
a wonderful service,” says Pepe’s mom Linda Hartwell. 
“I live on a fixed income and don’t know how I could 
have paid for his dental otherwise.” Then on June 8, we 
hosted another wellness day that was open to the senior 
center visitors and the public.

THE SURGERY THAT GAVE IRIE BACK HER SIGHT

On April 27, Irie had a much needed eye surgery in the mobile clinic in Lompoc, a 
surgery that otherwise would have cost owner Antonio Villasana about $4,000. Says 
Antonio,”C.A.R.E.4Paws gave back my dog’s vision! She had both of her eyelids rubbing 
against her eyes. I couldn’t afford to get the surgery and C.A.R.E.4Paws stepped in and 
helped in their mobile clinic. Their vet, James Speir, was amazing and explained the entire 
process. I don’t know what I would do without them!”

C.A.R.E.4Paws in the Community: Veterinary Intervention

ELLIE’S DENTAL PROCEDURE REDUCED SUFFERING

Dawn Chiarodit has a disability that makes it hard for her to cover vet bills for her service 
dog Ellie, who’s eight. Fortunately, Dawn found out about C.A.R.E.4Paws when Ellie started 
having problems with a tooth. “She was in so much pain that she woke me up every night 
for a month,” says Dawn. “I was nervous about putting her under, but everyone was kind 
and patient.” She adds, “The surgery to remove the tooth was more difficult than expected 
because the tooth was fused to the jawbone. Thankfully, Dr. Speir was very skilled.” Now 
Ellie is healing and Dawn has brought her back for checkups twice. “Everyone I dealt with 
was considerate and helpful,” Dawn says. “I’m so grateful that this program exists and 
brings help to the people and pets who need it most.”

KITTY SAMSON GOT TO STAY WITH HIS FAMILY!

When young kitty Samson injured his leg in April, the Jenkins family spent several hundred 
dollars to diagnose him, but with a new baby on the way, the family didn’t have the ability 
to pay for the care he needed, says Ashley Jenkins. “It seemed our only option was to 
surrender him so he could get medical treatment, but then he would be adopted out 
afterward.” Luckily, the Jenkins found C.A.R.E.4Paws, and a week later, Samson had leg 
surgery in the mobile clinic. “They jumped in quickly and were so kind, professional and 
helpful,” Jenkins says. “Samson has healed and we can’t thank C.A.R.E.4Paws enough 
for keeping our family together.”

Left: Linda Hartwell with 
Pepe and Carlos Abitia. Right: 
Jeanette Richard and Betty 
Davison with  their cute pups.



“I can’t say enough about C.A.R.E.4Paws. They’ve helped me twice without question. My 
12-year-old dog needed surgery and they stepped up and contributed a huge donation to 
the care of my baby girl-my best friend, my everything. I’m on disability and can’t work so vet 
care is not easy for me. C.A.R.E.4Paws, you are seriously the BEST.” – Tracy Grimshaw

Corey Towne  
with Alex

A PET WELLNESS DAY AT PATH, SANTA BARBARA’s HOMELESS SHELTER

On April 20, we visited PATH Santa Barbara to help residents at the shelter as well as members from the public. We 
offered up exams, shots, pet food and dog jackets and performed three dentals. Our staff and volunteer team headed 
back again on May 4 and May 18 to help more pet owners in need. “PATH is so grateful to C.A.R.E.4Paws for offering 
our residents and the homeless community quality pet care,” says PATH’s Director John Bowlin.

HELP FOR RESIDENTS AT  
THE GOLDEN INN IN SANTA YNEZ

In May, we brought our mobile clinic to a low-income, assisted living facility in Santa 
Ynez. We helped 10 dogs and cats and their owners with free and low-cost services, 
including vaccines, treatment of flea allergies and skin infections, eye care, a dental 
cleaning, and assistance for a dog with a foxtail stuck in his nose, causing much 
discomfort, including bleeding and sneezing. Then our team continued on to Lompoc, 
where we helped another 12 pets in need.

C.A.R.E.4Paws in the Community: Veterinary Intervention

“This is an AWESOME organization. 
The care and love they have for any 
pet is far beyond words.” – Paul Voigt



C.A.R.E.4Paws in the Community: Spay/Neuter Services

TOGETHER, WE’RE ALTERING THE 
FUTURE OF SANTA BARBARA 
COUNTY ANIMALS

Thanks to our new, higher-capacity mobile clinic and our 
wonderful spay/neuter staff, led by Dr. Tom Thompson 
and Carlos Abitia, C.A.R.E.4Paws has been able to expand 
our spay/neuter program significantly to offer more 
mobile surgeries. The new unit, purchased in used but 
excellent condition from a veterinarian in Texas, provides 
more space for surgery and post-op recovery. This 
includes increased room to alter more larger dogs.

Our goal for 2018 is to alter 900-1,000 dogs and cats 
in the mobile clinic out of 1,200 surgeries countywide, 
and we’re right on target! As of July 1, we’ve already 
performed 500 surgeries in the mobile clinic out of 600 
total spays/neuters. To compare, we performed 650 
mobile surgeries in 2016 and 820 in 2017. 

Our mobile clinic is a critical component to our programs, 
allowing us to travel TO our target demographic—low-
income, senior, disabled and homeless pet owners in our 
county’s most underserved areas. Our mobile clinic makes 
it easy for pet owners to utilize our services, while at the 
same time increasing our visibility and helping us build 
relationships in the communities we serve. 

By providing affordable, accessible services and 
creating awareness in the community, we reduce pet 
overpopulation, prevent suffering and help ensure 
animals can stay with their families for life.

YOUR contributions go a long way to help those in 
need. To make a tax-deductible donation, please visit 
care4paws.org/help.

Our new Spay Mobile 
is on a roll! While we’re 
increasing our Spay/Neuter 
and Veterinary Intervention 
Programs, we’re also 
providing more vaccines, 
microchips, flea treatment 
and dewormer than ever 
before through our low-cost 
vaccine clinics, which we run 
weekly, countywide.



C.A.R.E.4Paws in the Community: Paws Up For Pets

PAWS UP FOR PETS FIGHTS ABUSE, BULLYING 
AND DISCRIMINATION IN OUR COMMUNITY

This year, we introduced Paws Up For Pets at Jonata School in Buellton, a 
new location for United Boys & Girls Clubs’ (UBGC) afterschool program. We 
worked with 50 students, who learned about animal welfare, how to be a loving, 
accountable pet caretaker, and the importance of kindness for all living beings. 
“We’re thrilled to work with Paws Up For Pets,” says Michael Baker, UBGC’s Chief 
Executive Officer. “This program helps teach our members the valuable life-
lesson of empathy through their interaction with pets.” 

Also, C.A.R.E.4Paws has continued its work with UBGC in Lompoc and 
Carpinteria, started a new summer program with Girls, Inc. in Carpinteria, and 
worked with the Chumash Learning Center again for a fourth season. “Some of 
the children C.A.R.E.4Paws works with are survivors of abuse, neglect and assault,” 
says Niki Sandoval, the Learning Center’s Education Director. “Some students are 
in foster care and have experienced severe trauma. The education and connections 
Paws Up For Pets offer our children help them heal and interrupt the cycle of 
violence some have experienced. They are less likely to hurt other people or 
animals as a result of the learning opportunities C.A.R.E.4Paws provides.”

Support for Paws Up For Pets comes from Wendy P. McCaw Foundation, Santa 
Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation, Santa Barbara Foundation/Marianne & 
Stacy Cocks Fund, May & Bill Allison Foundation and Avalan Wealth Management.

“This program helps teach 
our members the valuable 
life-lesson of empathy 
through their interaction 
with pets.” – Michael 
Baker, Chief Executive 
Officer of United Boys & 
Girls Clubs.

Compassion 
counts!

To learn more and to 
support our Paws Up For 
Pets youth program, visit 
care4paws.org.



Fundraising: Planned Giving

HOW YOU CAN MAKE A PAWSITIVE 
IMPACT, TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE, 
WITH A PLANNED GIFT

There are many ways in which you can support C.A.R.E.4Paws 
and all the wonderful work we do. Just go to care4paws.org/help 
to learn about our different giving opportunities. 

One great way to help is through “planned giving.” In simpler 
terms, this means planning a gift now to happen at some point 
in the future. Most commonly, this type of gift is made by naming 
C.A.R.E.4Paws as a beneficiary of your Will or Trust. It’s easy to 
do and your pledge can be structured in many different ways, 
such as by indicating a certain dollar amount or percentage 
of your estate, or by identifying a specific asset that will go to 
C.A.R.E.4Paws at your passing.

Other types of planned giving includes naming C.A.R.E.4Paws 
as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, a Charitable Remainder 
Trust or a Charitable Lead Trust. One of my favorites in terms 
of tax efficiency is naming a charity the beneficiary of your 
qualified retirement plan, such as an IRA or 401(k). Keep in mind 
that if you are taking Required Minimum Distributions from 
your IRA and you don’t need those funds, you can have those 
distributions donated directly to C.A.R.E.4Paws and save on your 
income taxes.

There are additional types of gifts as well that can help 
C.A.R.E.4Paws. We encourage you to discuss planned giving with 
your estate-planning attorney or financial planner. If you’re not 
already working with someone, please reach out to me anytime to 
discuss what type of gift is best suited for your situation.

By Kathryn Courain, C.A.R.E.4Paws Board 
Treasurer and a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER™ with Avalan Wealth Management: 
805.962.7725, kathryn@care4paws.org.

Did you know you can make a bequest 
through a will or trust or by naming 
C.A.R.E.Paws a beneficiary of an IRA account, 
life insurance policy, bank account, pension 
or company retirement plan? Once you 
have chosen the method of your bequest, 
all you have to do is include the below 
legal language: 

“I hereby donate (X dollar amount or X 
percent, or the entire residue, of an estate) 
to C.A.R.E.4Paws, Inc., a California Nonprofit 
Corporation, P.O. Box 60524, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93160-0524. EIN: 27-0207473; date of 
incorporation: May 6, 2009.”

ADEN RAISED CRITICIAL FUNDS FOR C.A.R.E.4PAWS

We send a heartfelt thank you to a remarkable young man named Aden Meisel. Aden, 
12, who lives in Santa Barbara, chose C.A.R.E.4Paws for his bar mitzvah project and 
raised $4,000 for our mobile clinic! He shared information about our organization with 
his family and relatives and encouraged them to donate to us.

“C.A.R.E.4Paws decreases the number of pets in shelters and therefore, more 
animals are saved,” says Aden, who got to tour the Spay Mobile and liked what he 
saw. “It was cool!” We will recognize Aden for his amazing achievement by having his 
name added to the back of the Spay Mobile and also by giving him an award at the 
10th annual  Wags n’ Whiskers Festival on October 13. Thank you, Aden!



The 10th Annual Wags n’ Whiskers Festival

A COMMUNITY EVENT TO 
CELEBRATE ANIMALS
C.A.R.E.4Paws is gearing up for the 10th annual Wags n’ Whiskers Festival on 
October 13 at Santa Barbara City College’s beautiful West Campus Lawn, from 
11am to 4pm. This year we present several great new attractions and we expect a 
record number of festival-goers, vendors and sponsors. Last year’s event inspired 
more than 30 pet adoptions and we aim to beat that number this year! Some of our 
fun festival features:

• Best in Show, our big pet contest with three different categories 

• Performances by and a focus exhibit with amazing search-and-rescue heroes as 
well as first responders in our community (plus, don’t miss the chance to get a 
firefighter soaked in our dunk tank!)

• An all-day “Barn Hunt” special exhibit

• Fast-paced dog agility with the Santa Barbara Flyers

• Visits with rescue expert Larissa Wohl from Hallmark Channel’s “Home & Family” 

• A Paws Up For Pets Youth Booth with face painting, a “build the best pet 
house” contest, Little Star, the therapy horse, and a chance to win a family trip 
to Disneyland!

We look forward to seeing you at the 10th annual Wags n’ Whiskers. For all details 
and sponsorship opportunities, visit care4paws.org/wagsnwhiskers.

Events: The 10th Annual Wags n’ Whiskers Festival

Wendy Domanski of 
WinkFace Photography took 
this photo of Emma in the 
Pawparazzi Photo Booth. 
Emma won “Best Costume” 
during Best in Show AND 
got adopted at the festival. 
Yay for happy tails!

MORE PHOTOS AND 
DETAILS:
care4paws.org/wagsnwhiskers
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THANK YOU TO OUR WAGS N’ WHISKERS SPONSORS!

COPPER PAWBRONZE PAW

ANIMAL AMBASSADORS

Daniel & Donna Courain
Jun Shimizu

SUPPORT OUR IMPORTANT WORK BY BECOMING AN 
“ANIMAL AMBASSaDOR” FOR THE 10TH ANNUAL 
WAGS N’ WHISKERS FESTIVAL 

Our giving opportunities are listed below, and we accept pledges over several months. As 
a festival “Ambassador,” you will be featured on our website, at the festival and in the fall 
newsletter. Contact Isabelle Gullö at 805-968-2273 or isabelle@care4paws.org.

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

GOLD PAW / $5,000  Sponsor spays/neuters for 50-plus dogs and cats in Santa Barbara 
County and help save countless lives. Sponsors will be honored on the donor wall and back 
of our new Spay Mobile and on stage at the event!

SILVER PAW / $2,500  Help keep pets with their families for life. Assist 25 or more low-
income, senior, disabled and homeless community members with critical veterinary care in 
our mobile clinic. Sponsors will be honored on stage at the event.

BRONZE PAW / $1,000  Support 100 children through Paws Up For Pets, an innovative 
youth program that promotes compassionate care for animals and empathy in our 
community. Sponsors will be listed at the event.

COPPER PAW / $500  Sponsor spays/neuters of 5 or more dogs and cats. Sponsors will be 
listed at the event.

PARTNER / $250  Support 10 pets with vaccines and fl ea control to protect them against 
disease. Sponsors will be listed at the event.

OPTIONS TO 
SIGN UP & PAY

1. Go to care4paws.org/
wagsnwhiskers 
and click on the 
“Become an Animal 
Ambassador” link.

2. Send a check made 
out to C.A.R.E.4Paws 
to 8250 Santa Rosa 
Road, Buellton, CA 
93427.

3. Make a pledge via 
805.968.2273.

GOLD PAW SILVER PAW



C.A.R.E.4Paws
P.O. Box 60524
Santa Barbara, CA 93160-0524We launched a new mobile clinic and 

expanded our spay/neuter and vet 
assistance programs to reach more 
pet owners in need than ever before. 
Our Paws Up For Pets youth program 
keeps growing, too. Thank you!

W�h your support ...
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