
C.A.R.E.4Paws
P.O. Box 60524
Santa Barbara, CA 93160-0524

A heartfelt thank you to all of you who 
support C.A.R.E.4Paws: our donors, 
sponsors, grantors, pet clinic partners and 
volunteers. You make our work possible!

Thank you!
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Letter from Executive Director and CoFounder Isabelle Gullö-Abitia

Join the Mobile  
Spay & Neuter  
Movement
C.A.R.E.4Paws is on the move—literally! We’re on our way to reach our goal of 
1,000 or more spays/neuters countywide in 2015. And, for the first time, close 
to half of our total surgeries are performed in the Spay Mobile.

While we still send hundreds of appointments to our partner veterinary clinics 
annually, the need for mobile spay/neuter services—which no other nonprofit 
on the Central Coast offers—grows considerably every year.  

Why is our approach so effective? The Spay Mobile allows us to reach the 
areas of Santa Barbara County where we’re needed the most (we call these 
“critical communities”), eliminating obstacles that traditionally prevent low-
income pet owners from altering their dogs and cats: lack of funds and lack of 
transportation. Our services are FREE and we come TO you. 

A third common obstacle—lack of awareness—is addressed by our bilingual 
community outreach team, which works directly with pet owners in critical 
communities, building relationships and offering support so that fewer dogs 
and cats reproduce, suffer needlessly and/or end up abandoned. 

Effective outreach equals increased spay/neuter numbers, greater awareness 
and, ultimately, fewer animals in our shelters. For example, since 2013, we have 
focused most of our outreach efforts on Lompoc. And in just three years, we’ve 
altered as many as 1,400 dogs and cats in the city and helped thousands more 
through our other programs. This year, intake numbers at Lompoc’s La PAWS 
shelter are at an all-time low. 

We know our model works. And now we ask for YOUR help to keep growing 
our outreach program and help more critical communities. 

In 2016, we’re headed to Guadalupe and specific parts of Santa Maria. And to 
have a strong, constant presence there, while still maintaining what we have 
achieved in Lompoc and other parts of the county, we need to hire a full-time 
bilingual community outreach coordinator and increase our number of annual 
Spay Mobile surgeries. 

Will you help us expand and make a difference on an even larger scale? Your 
tax-deductible contributions will go a LONG way—literally and figuratively—as 
we roll out the Spay Mobile and community outreach program into new areas.

Please know that your donation—in any amount—to help us grow is very much 
appreciated. You make our work possible! 

A big, heartfelt thanks to all of our donors, grantors, sponsors and volunteers. 
We are beyond grateful for your continued support.

Have wonderful, pawsitive holiday season!

= C.A.R.E.4Paws’ 
cost for one spay/
neuter surgery in 
the Spay mobile

$250

Includes the vet staff’s time, supplies 
and basics like gasoline, PLUS the 
efforts of our outreach team to create 
awareness and get dogs and cats 
signed up for their free surgeries. It’s an 
investment in the lives of animals and 
the future of our four-legged friends.

Every bit helps!

Donate online at  
care4paws.org



A big thank you to 
George Rose for all of the 
fantastic festival photos!

A pawsitively fun 
Wags n’ Whiskers
On September 13, C.A.R.E.4Paws hosted its 7th annual Wags n’ Whiskers Festival 
at Girsh Park, Goleta. The event, the largest adoption festival on the Central 
Coast, joined 20-plus animal groups, dozens of local pet service providers and 
businesses, and hundreds of visitors. About 30 animals found forever homes at 
the festival and in the following days. 

In addition to the many adoptable pets, festival-goers enjoyed fun activities, like 
agility, Flyball, a performance by Vandenberg Airforce Base’s canine unit, Frisbee 
dogs, bunny training with Andrea Bratt from Bunnies Urgently Needing Shelter 
(BUNS), and cat training tips with Animal Shelter Assistance Program (ASAP). The 
majestic wolf hybrids from WHAR Wolf Rescue in Paso Robles joined us for the 
first time, as did “Little Star,” an adorable mini-therapy horse. 

“It was a ‘fur-tastic’ event,” says Dr. Courtney Campbell from VCA 
Care Specialty and Emergency Animal Hospital, Wags n’ Whiskers’ 
top sponsor. “Hundreds of dog and cat lovers came happy and 
ready to enjoy the activities of the day.” 

Dr. Campbell was one of the judges in C.A.R.E.4Paws’ inaugural Pawsitive 
Thinking Youth Contest, which invited kids countywide to submit an art piece or 
poem on the concept of “kindness for all living beings.” All of the 70-plus project 
submitted were on display during Wags n’ Whiskers, and our 10 finalists took the 
stage to receive prizes and diplomas. 

We thank our volunteer, vendors and sponsors, who support us in such a big way. 
To check out the event photos, videos and press coverage from Wags n’ Whiskers 
and learn more about our sponsors, visit care4paws.org/wagsnwhiskers.html.

Nine-year-old Claire Gutberlet from Ralph 
Dunlap Elementary School in Orcutt tells 
VCA Care’s Dr. Courtney Campbell about 
her Pawsitive Thinking Youth Contest 
project, “Save an Old Dog,” which earned 
Best in Show. 

Thank you to our 
Wags n’ Whiskers 
2015 sponsors!

Wags n’ Whiskers 2015

ANIMAL AMBASSADORS: Ron & Betty Ziegler  /  Jim & Terry Knell  /  Joel & Vasanti Fithian

TOP DOG COTTON TAILCAT’S MEOW

R E F E R R A L S U R G E R Y

Advanced Surgical Procedures
For Your Pet at Your Vet

Dr. Eric Wright, DVM MS and Associates

MALL  ANIMAL

ELITE PACK

PAWSITIVE PARTNER



C.A.R.E.4Paws In the Community

Critical Community Change

On October 10, C.A.R.E.4Paws hosted another vaccine 
clinic for Lompoc dogs and cats, helping more than 300 
pets with free vaccines and low-cost flea medication, 
dewormer and microchips. We signed up close to 100  
animals for free spays/neuters! 

The free vaccine clinics are part of C.A.R.E.4Paws’ targeted 
bilingual community outreach, which creates awareness 
around the importance of responsible, loving pet care in 
high-need, or “critical,” communities countywide. 

Our outreach allows us to build relationships with pet owners 
so that they seek our help when needed—as opposed to not 
knowing what to do or feeling powerless because they lack 
the means to provide proper care, which can lead to animals 
suffering or being relinquished to a shelter. 

Shelter intake numbers in Santa Barbara and Lompoc are way 
down and, based on the huge demand for our services, a 
growing number of local pet owners now embrace a greater 
level of care for their animals. “More pet owners are trying 
to do the right thing and are more willing to talk to us and 
work out solutions,” says Pete Miller, supervisor at Lompoc’s 
La PAWS shelter. “As a volunteer at C.A.R.E.4Paws’ vaccine 
clinics, it’s good to see all the people who’re grateful for the 
chance to catch up on their pets’ care.”

Our next big outreach event is a combined spay/neuter 
and low-cost vaccine clinic on Santa Barbara’s Westside 
on December 4, and then our first free vaccine clinic in 
Guadalupe in early 2016.

Kids Craft for 
Shelter Pets

On December 12, 
join us at the Santa 
Barbara Humane 
Society’s Education 
Center from 10am 
to 12:30pm to make 
toys for dogs and 
cats at three Santa 
Barbara shelters. 

WHAT TO BRING 

• A used t-shirt, 
towel and/or a pair 
of hole-free socks. 

• Kong dog toys of 
any size (optional) 

• Blankets and 
towels (optional)

RSVP by Dec. 7 
to volunteer@
care4paws.org or 
805-968-CARE.

How We Help

Four years ago, 
when Jean 
Cheeseman, 90, 
could no longer walk 
her beloved dog, 
Rusty, she called 
C.A.R.E.4Paws’ 
Companion Pet 
Assistance Program. 
Our dedicated 
board president, 
Michele Hock, 
has taken Rusty 
for weekly walks 
ever since.

This spring, little 
Abby had such 
a terrible mouth 
infection that she 
stopped eating. 
Thanks to a grant 
from Banfield 
Charitable Trust, we 
helped owner Colleen 
pay for Abby’s dental 
care. “Thank you so 
much!” says Colleen. 
“Abby’s my friend 
and I love her.”

If you or someone you know needs Companion Pet Assistance, call 805-968-2273 or email info@care4paws.org. If you’d 
like to sponsor the pet food, flea medication, grooming or vet care for a cat or dog, please contact us.

All Fired Up!

It was a RUFF day for us girls and pets from C.A.R.E.4Paws and Advanced Veterinary 
Specialists (AVS) on June 20, when we co-hosted a workshop at Montecito Fire Station 
on the topic of how to capture, restrain and perform basic life-saving procedures on a 
pet during an emergency. Ten firefighters and paramedics participated along with three 
members from the Sherriff’s Department’s Search & Rescue team.

Dr. Andrea Wells and three of her staff members from AVS provided information on 
various topics and scenarios that first responders encounter in the field when it comes 
to animals, including smoke inhalation, burns, overheating, cuts and bone breaks, and 
rattlesnake bites. 

C.A.R.E.4Paws donated a pack of three pet oxygen masks to the station, while 
AVS supplied muzzles, leashes and other equipment that come in handy when first 
responders handle injured or sick animals.

Mario Gonzales, C.A.R.E.4Paws board 
member and adoption counselor at the 
Santa Barbara County Shelter

“Since I started volunteering with 
C.A.R.E.4Paws in 2009, I’ve seen the shelter’s 
dog population go from about 95 dogs to 
30-something. C.A.R.E.4Paws’ spay/neuter 
program makes a huge impact.”

Sally Bulles, founding member, youth 
program coordinator, and shelter volunteer

“After years as a shelter volunteer, I saw 
a need beyond what the shelter could 
provide to the community. C.A.R.E.4Paws 
fulfills that need. I’m proud to be among 
the original volunteers and part of such an 
amazing nonprofit.”

Kathleen Kaplan, outreach program 
volunteer and a master at flyering

“I believe in C.A.R.E.4Paws’ mission to 
spay/neuter, reduce unwanted litters 
and keep down shelter population. I also 
believe in responsible pet ownership 
and making a pet a family member. They 
deserve the best life possible.”

Left to right: Alexis Purifoy, Daniela Rodriguez, Chelsie Albrent and Arlene Geeb

Volunteer Appreciation: A hand for our Helpers

As any nonprofit knows, no organization gets very far without great volunteers. We are fortunate to work with an amazing group of 
animal lovers who donate their time and talents to C.A.R.E.4Paws’ cause. Meet a few of them here.



Thank YOU, our loyal supporters, 
for your generous contributions 
from October 1, 2014, through 
October 31, 2015. 

We cannot do our work 
without you!

Corporate Partnerships

ELITE PARTNER

VCA Care Specialty and 
Emergency Animal Hospital & 
VCA Care Noah’s Ark

CLUB PARTNERS

Who’s Walking Who  
Dog Walking & Pet Sitting 
Services

Advanced Veterinary Specialists

Small Animal Referral Surgery

Individual Donors

SUPER SUPPORTERS:  
$10,0000 – $25,000

Dwight & Kim Lowell  
& Chrissie’s Fund

Eli & Ashley Parker and  
Fess Parker Enterprises

Rodney James Shull  
Memorial Foundation

BEST FRIENDS: $5,000 – $9,999

Ronald & Elizabeth Ziegler

CHAMPIONS: $2,500 – $4,999 

Joel & Vasanti Fithian

Elizabeth Reed

RESCUERS: $1,000 – $2,499 

Hal & Lynn Barza

Terry Brite

Kathryn Courain 

Nancy Lee Curtis

Christine Duca

Christine Erskine

Georgia L. Funsten

Lee Heller

Michele Hock & Allison Sharpe

Sharon Kantanen 

Jim & Terry Knell

Cynthia Post

Lyn Proctor

Charles & Jolinda Rockwell

Lee Rosenberg

Day & Andrew Yeager

PAWSITIVE PARTNERS:  
$500 – $999

Damitz, Brooks, Nightingale,  
Turner & Morrisset

Brent & Lisa Fletcher

Ron & Pam Folgner

Suzy Godsey

Mario & Anastasia Gonzales

Granite Peak Partners 

Christopher Harris

Daniel & Darcy Keep

Paula Kislak

Gretchen Lieff

Marilyn Makepeace 

Stephen & Susan Metsch

Larry & Claudia Mitchell

Uyen Nguyen

Pura Descasando Partners II, LP

Gary & Leslie Robinson

ADVOCATES: $250 – $499 

Ed & Ann Brady 

Beth Climo

Trela Sunshine Cowan 

Susan Eselgroth

Rudy & Helene Fischer

Donor Recognition

Do you want to make a 
difference for Santa Barbara 
County animals in need? 
Go to care4paws.org/help.html 
to make a tax-deductible 
donation, or mail a check to: 

C.A.R.E.4Paws
P.O. Box 60524
Santa Barbara, CA 93160-0524

Andrew & Konnie Gault

Victoria Godlewski

Susan Hamilton

Allison Iwamoto 

Kathleen Kalp

Kathleen Kaplan 

Ed Lipari

Louie’s Bistro 

Clay & Beth Rushing

Rosalie Skefich

Ethan Stone

AMBASSADORS: $100 – $249

Alicia Ackerman 

Mary-Lou Ardohain

Gregory & Deborah Armstrong

Teresa Ascolese

Anne Ashmore

Helen Black

Robert Bourgoin

Jon & Liz Brady

Sally Bulles

Donald Burg

Betty Chackel 

Rosario Coleman 

Carol Donovan

Kelly Doria

Jed & Barbara Fawas

Maria Fidler

Merrillee Ford

Susan Gevirtz

Carol Greise 

William & Helen Griffith

Brigitte Guehr 

Beth & Julie Guernsey

Michael & Tammy Held

Ken & Barbara Hershberg

Margaret Hiehaus 

Barbara Hilaire

Chloe Hoffman 

Lawrence Hunter

Frans J. Janson 

Alex & Sharon Jegottka 

Alix Kendall

John & Teresa Kunst

Larry & Naia Libeu

Loadstar Movers

Lynn Ludden

Marsha McDonald 

Mosher Foundation

Daniel & Juliette Moore

Christopher Morales

George & Kimberly Morales

Nick and Donna Peterson

Gary and Laurie Pitney

Rabo Bank

Carole Rappeport

Kirk & Rita Rushing

Liz Zanesco Schade

Jo-Ann Shelton

Rosalie Skefich

Codi Strand

Seth Streeter

Neil Swartz

Anastasia Tharp

Lenka Tinka & Natura Culina

Union Bank

Martica Velez

Michelle Vickers

David & Julianna Wexler

Yoga 105

Grantors: 
Foundation Grants 
Received for 2015 

Banfield Charitable Trust 
$10,000 for  
veterinary assistance

Dr. Hildegard H. Balin 
Charitable Trust  
$5,000 for Project ResponsiBull 

Miejek Foundation 
$1,000 for spays/neuters

The Lowell Fund  
$20,000 for Bright Beginnings: 
a Pit Bull Puppy Ambassador 
Program 

PetSmart Charities  
$31,250 for 350 dog  
spays/neuters in Lompoc

ResQcats 
$1,000 for cat spays/neuters

Roy & Ida Eagle Foundation  
$10,000 for community outreach 

Santa Barbara Humane Society  
$17,500 for spays/neuters 

Wendy P. McCaw Foundation  
$25,000 for all program needs

Wood-Claeyssens Foundation  
$20,000 for spays/neuters and 
community outreach

Partner Veterinary Clinics
Every year, our partner veterinary clinics enable us to provide hundreds of free 
spay/neuter surgeries to low-income pet owners, at a significantly reduced cost 
to C.A.R.E.4Paws. Many of these clinics also partner with us for our vet assistance 
program. We are beyond grateful for their support! 

Advanced Veterinary Specialists

Animal Care Hospital

Animal Medical Clinic

Artemis Animal Clinic

Buellton Veterinary Clinic

Cat Doctors 

Dr. Ruth’s Vet2Pet Mobile Holistic 
Veterinary Services 

Lompoc Veterinary Clinic

Orcutt Veterinary Hospital

Santa Barbara Humane Society

Santa Maria Valley Humane Society

Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society

VCA Care Noah’s Ark 

VCA Care Specialty and Emergency 
Animal Hospital

Village Veterinary Clinic

West Valley Veterinary Clinic


