
Letter from Executive Director and CoFounder Isabelle Gullö

Because you care!
Shelter intake numbers in Santa Barbara County keep going down. More pets 
stay in their homes for life. Fewer animals and pet owners suffer. More children 
grow up promoting compassion and accountability for animals and empathy in 
our community. Because YOU care. 

In 2016, with YOUR help, we performed 1,250 spays/neuters countywide, a 
record by 200 surgeries. Out of those, 650 surgeries were done in the Spay 
Mobile, also a record by 200. This year, we’re on track to perform just as many 
spays/neuters overall and more than 700 mobile surgeries. 

YOUR donations go a long way, as do grants from supporters such as the 
Santa Barbara Humane Society, Chrissie’s Fund, Roy & Ida Eagle Foundation, 
Animal Charitable Fund of Santa Barbara County, Petco Foundation, Banfield 
Foundation, ResQcats, C.A.P.A., and many others. 

This year, we continue our community outreach efforts, having hosted several 
large vaccine clinics, including in Lompoc, Santa Maria, Los Alamos, Isla Vista 
and Santa Barbara’s Eastside. We also host weekly, smaller vaccine clinics 
during Spay Mobile surgery days. Together, these events help thousands of 
families each year, providing accessible and affordable services that ensure pets 
stay in their homes for life. 

Expect even fewer animals in our shelters this year! 

Paws Up for Pets grows with every month. More than 150 kids from United 
Boys & Girls Clubs in Carpinteria and Lompoc, the Chumash Reservation and 
a Girl Scout Troop in Goleta have earned our Animal Ambassador Badge. And 
we just launched the programs at the Lompoc YMCA as well as United Boys & 
Girls Clubs in Goleta and on the Westside. We’re thrilled to have Rotary Club 
of Santa Barbara Sunrise as a new supporter alongside sponsors like Avalan 
Wealth Management. Also, save the date for the Animal Film Festival, hosted 
by Davey’s Voice on August 25 at Santa Barbara’s New Vic Theatre. Paws Up is 
a beneficiary and the festival will feature our brand-new program video.

Speaking of events, we also just cohosted a successful Pups & Purrs FUNdraiser 
with Old Yeller Ranch Rescue at Fess Parker Winery and now we’re gearing up 
for the Animal Film Festival on August 25 and Wags n’ Whiskers on October 7. 
Turn the page for more details about our events and program developments.

So much good is happening. And we can do good because YOU care.

Thank you, thank you!

Every bit helps!

Donate online at  
care4paws.org

Save the date!
Animal Film Festival to benefit Paws Up for Pets • August 25, 2017 • Info at daveysvoice.org

Paws Up for Pets brings kids to visit 
our local shelters. Above, youth from 
Carpinteria’s United Boys & Girls Club 
tour ASAP and meet the beautiful 
cats for adoption.





Raising FUN AND 
CRITICAL FUNDS
The 4th annual Pups & Purrs FUNdraiser at Fess Parker Winery 
was a big success, raising a lot of FUN and important funds for 
C.A.R.E.4Paws and Old Yeller Ranch Rescue.

On May 20, C.A.R.E.4Paws and Old Yeller Ranch Rescue pulled off another 
successful Pups & Purrs FUNdraiser, with $50,000 netted for our two nonprofits. Our 
200-plus guests enjoyed food from K’Syrah Catering & Events, live music with Jesse 
Rhodes and the VineYard Byrds, wine from Fess Parker, and beer from Third Window 
Brewing Co. 

Pups & Purrs also gave guests the chance to bid on more than 100 silent auction 
packages as well as a variety of exclusive “live” packages auctioned off during 
dinner in Fess Parker’s barrel room. Our VIP guests were treated to wine and beer 
tasting and special appetizers in the VIP Garden Lounge as well as preferred dining 
and live auction seating and a special gift. 

A heartfelt thanks to all of the local business, wineries and private donors who 
contributed so generously to the auctions. And to our sponsors, including many 
private supporters, such as Ron and Betty Ziegler, Christine and Reece Duca, Harold 
and Lynn Barza, Daniel and Donna Courain, and Lee Heller. “It was a great event,” 
says Betty Ziegler. “A very fun afternoon and evening for a good cause.”

Another big thank you to our guests, volunteers and staff, and a HUGE thank you to 
the generous Fess Parker family. 

See more of Debra Deyette’s event photos at care4paws.org/pupsnpurrs.

Pups & Purrs 2017

Our 2017 Cover Pets, Roxy and her 
daughter, Bella, were both adopted from 
Old Yeller Ranch Rescue by two amazing 
families. Bella was 12 weeks old when Bill 
and Jacque Hillard brought her home, and it 
was the perfect match, Jacque says. “She’s 
really smart. And she’s a goofball at night. 
She does this tail tuck and spins donuts in 
the living room. She brings us joy every day!”

Roxy was adopted by Mary Koenig and 
her daughter, Mallory. She was about two 
and had just had her second litter. “It was 
time for her to be a puppy herself again,” 
says Mary. “She is so chill and gets along 
swimmingly with dogs and people alike. She 
is such a cuddler and a love.”

Roxy

Bella

Ron & Betty 
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A HUGE Thank you to our Pups & Purrs sponsors!

PLATINUM PAW

GOLD PAW SILVER PAW BRONZE PAW

Harold & Lynn Barza
Daniel & Donna Courain

Lee Heller



C.A.R.E.4Paws In the Community: Paws Up for Pets

Paws up for pets
Did you know that animal abuse happens daily in Santa Barbara County, but that very 
few cruelty cases are reported, despite the strong connection between animal abuse and 
family violence? Years of research links animal abuse to violent behavior toward humans 
and shows that children who mistreat animals are more likely to act violently later in life. 
The good news is, children who learn to have empathy for others are less likely to harm a 
pet, hurt a friend or bully a classmate. They bring these values into adulthood and share 
them with others, which creates a more compassionate community! 

This is why C.A.R.E.4Paws—in collaboration with United Boys & Girls Clubs and Davey’s 
Voice—launched Paws Up for Pets  the fall of 2016. The program has been more 
successful than we could imagine. C.A.R.E.4Paws is not only working with United Boys & 
Girls Clubs in four county locations, but the YMCA, the Chumash Learning Center, local 
Girl Scouts, and junior high-school classes.

Between December and June 1, C.A.R.E.4Paws has graduated more than 150 Paws Up 
for Pets “Animal Ambassadors.” These children worked on their first badge for several 
months, learning about loving pet care, pet overpopulation, shelter animals, and the 
importance of kindness to all living beings. “Paws Up for Pets is unique in that it engages 
children over time, which allows us to get to know the kids and talk a lot about how to be 
a great pet-care taker, that animals have feelings, just like us, and what to do when a pet is 
lost, sick or abused,” says Community Outreach & Youth Program Director Carlos Abitia.

To earn their second, Animal Advocate badge, youth tour a local shelter and then create 
projects about their experiences. Students can choose to virtually adopt and write about a 
shelter pet, or they can focus on the topic of how all pets are individuals and that shelter 
animals have their own unique personalities—just like us. At the United Boys & Girls 

In the top photo, students at 
Carpinteria’s United Boys & Girls Club 
pose after receiving their Animal 
Ambassador badges, diplomas and 
T-shirts. Above, youth from UBGC’s 
Lompoc Unit show off the toys they 
made for shelter pets.

Save the date!
Animal Film Festival to support 
Paws Up for Pets, August 25, 2017.
Details at daveysvoice.org



C.A.R.E.4Paws In the Community

Club in Carpinteria, the kids are now working on their Advocate 
projects, following in-depth tours of ASAP, BUNS and County 
Animal Services’ dog shelter. Our Goleta Girl Scout troop also 
visited these three shelters and then not only handmade toys for 
the homeless pets out of recycled materials (like Girl Scout cookie 
boxes), but raised funds to buy and donate blankets, treats, flea 
medication and other supplies for the shelter and C.A.R.E.4Paws. 

Says troop leader Amy Findlay, “As a Girl Scout leader, animal 
lover and pet owner, I have nothing but praise for Paws Up for 
Pets. My troop learned about all aspects of pet ownership, from 
compassion to neglect and everything in between, and I guarantee 
they will be better pet owners as a result.” She adds, “They also 
learned that even at age 10 or 11, they can still make a difference 
in a pet’s life by educating others, volunteering, setting a good 
example, and being ambassadors for animals.”

We welcome our latest contributor, the Rotary Club of Santa 
Barbara Sunrise as well as the continued support of Wendy 
P. McCaw Foundation, Davey’s Voice and Avalan Wealth 
Management. If you want to support this innovative program with 
a donation, please go to care4paws.org/help or contact Isabelle at 
isabelle@care4paws.org or 805.968.2273.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS

One evening in December Tim Saylor got badly injured in a bike accident in Buellton. 
He and his dog, Little Bit, are homeless and this night, as Tim was taken to the hospital, 
Little Bit had nowhere to go. Luckily, C.A.R.E.4Paws was in the right place at the right 
time. We brought Little Bit home with the promise to care for her, as well as Tim’s bike 
and belongings, while he was hospitalized.

Tim was released four days later, but his injuries were substantial and he was in no 
condition to go back to living on the streets. Heavy rains were coming and the holidays 
approaching. With YOUR help, we raised funds for Tim and Little Bit to stay at a hotel 
over Christmas and New Year’s. On December 20, we picked Tim up at the hospital 
and brought him back to Buellton, where he and Little Bit were reunited—an emotional 
moment for everyone. The two stayed warm, dry and fed for two weeks while Tim 
recovered. He’s doing well now and checks in with us every few weeks to let us know of 
his whereabouts. Little Bit and Tim have an amazing bond, and they’ve come to mean 
so much to C.A.R.E.4Paws, too. As we always say—it takes a giant village!

Want to support our Companion Pet Assistance Program and help community members like Tim and Little Bit? 
Please go to care4paws.org/help to make a tax-deductible donation or contact Isabelle@care4paws.org.

“When you show children how to be respectful and 
kind to animals, the ripple effects are endless,” says 
Youth Program Director Carlos Abitia.

Paws Up for Pets photos by Isabelle Gullö



OUR COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
AND SPAY MOBILE TEAMS ARE 
BREAKING RECORDS AGAIN!

Every year, C.A.R.E.4Paws helps more and more pets 
and pet owners in need through our many services, 
all focused on keeping animals with their families 
for life. In 2016, we performed 1,250 spays/neuters 
countywide—a record by 200 surgeries. We did 650 of 
those spays/neuters in the Spay Mobile, also a jump 
by 200. As of June 30, we’ve performed 390 mobile 
surgeries, for the first time using our van for 70 percent 
of all spays/neuters.

We see the direct result between spaying/neutering and 
lowered shelter intake numbers. At the same time the 
need for intervention programs, such as vet assistance, 
grooming and delivery of pet food, is growing. These 
services provide direct relief for low-income, senior 
and homeless pet owners and are the key to reducing 
suffering and keeping animals out of shelters.

We connect pet owners to all of our services during 
outreach events, such as low-cost vaccine clinics. And 
this year we have hosted a record number of those, 
including on Santa Barbara’s Eastside and in Lompoc, 
Los Alamos, Santa Ynez, Isla Vista and Santa Maria. 
At our Santa Maria clinic on May 7, we signed up 
more than 50 dogs and cats for spays/neuters. All 
of those pets were altered within two weeks, in the 
Spay Mobile and during a large spay clinic at Orcutt 
Veterinary Hospital on May 14, when we fixed 35 dogs 
and cats.

YOUR donations go a long way to help with our 
outreach, spay/neuter program and intervention 
services. Please consider becoming a monthly donor to 
ensure we can continue helping those in our community 
that need it the most. Visit care4paws.org/help today 
for more details and to sign up.

CREATING A PAWSITIVE LEGACY

We just received a happy surprise! One of our donors gave us a generous bequest 
to ensure that we can continue our important work in this community and beyond. 
Also, two of our longtime supporters recently announced that they have included 
C.A.R.E.4Paws in their estate planning. We are beyond grateful for, and honored by, the 
confidence our donors have in our work and the investment they are making into our 
organization and its future.

If you are interested in giving a gift to C.A.R.E.4Paws through your retirement account, 
will, trust or other financial plan, we would love to talk to you about the many opportunities 
for charitable giving that can save you on your income and/or estate tax, while making a 
tremendous difference in the lives of countless animals and pet owners. Please contact 
us by phone at 805.968.2273 or by email at kathryn@care4paws.org to learn more.

C.A.R.E.4Paws In the Community

We’re proud to help those in 
our community that need it the 
most. And we’re grateful for 
partnerships with pet clinics 
like Orcutt Veterinary Hospital. 
Owner Dr. Brenda Forsythe and 
her fantastic team pose to the 
left after a recent spay day for 
35 dogs and cats.



DON’T MISS the 9th Annual 

WAGS N’ 
WHISKERS
Save the date for Wags n’ Whiskers 2017 at West Campus, 
Santa Barbara City College, on Saturday, October 7. Meet 
100-plus adoptable dogs, cats and bunnies from local shelters 
and rescues, enjoy fun activities all day long—like a pet fashion 
show—and visit with dozens of great pet service providers.

We invite local businesses and private supporters to sponsor 
our important event. Find all of the details and more photos at 
care4paws.org/wagsnwhiskers. 

We thank our generous sponsors (signed up as of June 30)!

The Sunrise Rotary Club of Santa Barbara 
just joined as a Paws Up for Pets partner 
with a $1,500 grant to support workbooks, 
badges, certificates and “Stay Pawsitive” 
T-shirts for at least 50 children going through 
the program. “Sunrise Rotary is thrilled to 
support Paws Up for Pets, which teaches 
compassion for animals and anti-bullying,” 
says President Chris Baxter, featured to the 
right in the above photo, next to Rotary’s 
David Velarde, Isabelle Gullö and Diana 
Washburn from Rotary.

C.A.R.E.4Paws has had a few changes to its Board of Directors this year. We’re sad to lose our 
dedicated board member of four years, Christopher Morales, who’s featured here with his dog, 
Buddy. Thank you for your great service, Chris! And we’re very excited to have recruited Dan 
Keep, Associate Publisher of Goleta Neighbors Magazine, and Kathryn Courain of Avalan Wealth 
Management. All of our directors are featured in the photo above, captured by Dave Donaldson 
at Pups & Purrs on May 20. From left: Kathryn Courain (director), Shannon Kantanen (director), 
Chris Harris (treasurer), Dan Keep, (director) Chris Erskine (secretary), Mario Gonzales (director) 
and Michele Hock (president). We couldn’t ask for a better team!

THE LATEST SCOOP
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C.A.R.E.4Paws
P.O. Box 60524
Santa Barbara, CA 93160-0524We continue to expand our 

programs, including Paws Up for 
Pets, which engages youth to inspire 
compassion for all living beings.

Because you care ...
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