
Letter from Executive Director and CoFounder Isabelle Gullö

It’s a YEAR of extreme CHALLENGES, 
But TOgether, we stay PET STROng! 
Every year since 2009, C.A.R.E.4Paws has grown our services significantly to meet 
the community’s needs. We anticipated a steady growth in 2020, but nothing 
could have prepared us—any of us—for the challenges brought by COVID-19.

Since the start of the pandemic, we have continued to work directly in the 
community, providing an unparalleled level of support to ensure pets stay healthy 
and with their families. Here are our pawsitive updates as of October 31: 

• We now distribute more than FOUR tons of pet food weekly, countywide, 
through the mobile clinic, family food distribution events and delivery to 
homebound seniors, senior centers and low-income housing facilities. This is 
compared to a total of two tons distributed in all of 2019. 

• Our mobile clinic team is on track to provide spays/neuters and veterinary 
care for 3,700 dogs and cats, compared to the 2,400 animals in 2019—that’s 
a 54 percent increase! We have also provided more than 12,000 vaccines, 
microchips, and flea and deworming treatments. C.A.R.E.4Paws will host 
180 or more mobile clinic days this year, up from 140 in 2019. 

• We’ve assisted dozens of pets of domestic violence survivors through Safe 
Haven, a program launched in January with Domestic Violence Solutions.

• In January, we also formed the Animal Welfare Alliance of Santa Barbara 
County alongside Animal Shelter Assistance Program (ASAP) and Santa Ynez 
Valley Humane Society/Dog Adoption Welfare Group (DAWG).  

• Our Paws Up For Pets youth program continues to inspire compassion and 
accountability for animals and empathy in our community as a whole.

• C.A.R.E.4Paws has received fantastic media coverage this year in response 
to our COVID-19 efforts. View the stories at care4paws.org/media.

Read more about our critical work here and the supporters who make it all 
possible—our grantors, donors, business and agency partners, and volunteers.

We hope you will consider making a year-end, tax-deductible donation to help us 
meet the incredible demand we experience as a result of COVID-19. The need is 
only going to increase in the months to come. 

Thank you so much. Together, we stay pet strong! 

Let’s stick together!

Do you need our help or are 
you looking to help others 
during the pandemic? Visit 
care4paws.org/petstrong for 
a quick guide to our services 
and also a list of ways in which 
you can assist animals and pet 
owners in need. 
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C.A.R.E.4Paws’ Latest Scoop

We distribute FOUR 
TONS OF PET FOOD 
WEEKLY, Countywide 
 
Since the start of COVID-19, our Companion Pet Assistance 
program has distributed more pet food and cat litter than 
ever—four tons per week! In comparison, we provided only 
two tons of food total in 2019. We now distribute pet food 
at all mobile clinic events and participate in several weekly 
family food distribution events with agencies such as the 
Foodbank of Santa Barbara County, People Helping People 
and local senior centers. Our Mobile Pet Meals team delivers 
pet food directly to homebound seniors and ensures that 
senior centers and low-income housing facilities have access 
to our services, too. The need is not diminishing and we 
anticipate having to support as many pet owners with food 
and other services for months to come. 

To learn more and help feed pets in need, please visit care4paws.org/petassistance.



A successFul Pet Food & 
Matching Donation Drive 

In September, the community stepped up in such a 
beautiful way to support our Pet Food & Matching 
Donation Drive. We received several tons of food and 
cat litter and raised more than $25,000 with a matching 
gift campaign that doubled donations up to $10,000.  

A heartfelt thanks to our donors for your most generous 
contributions that helped us surpass our goal. Another 
thanks to our fabulous business partners that housed 
donation drop-off stations. This includes Dioji K-9 Resort 
& Athletic Club, Plaza Deli in La Cumbre Plaza, all Lemos 
Feed & Pet Supply stores, Montecito Pet Shop, Healthy 
Pet, La Cumbre Feed, Santa Ynez Valley Humane 
Society/DAWG, and Advanced Veterinary Specialists. 
Also, thank you, Zoom, for your $1,000 sponsorship! 

Check out all of the media coverage from the donation 
drive at care4paws.org/media. 

Feeding our feline friends
We could not be more grateful to Jeffyne Telson and ResQcats for 
hosting a cat-food drive for C.A.R.E.4Paws this spring, raising close to 
$15,000 worth of food to support our COVID-19 efforts. Also, in May, the 
awesome team at Animal Shelter Assistance Program (ASAP) hosted a 
pet food drive to help the community, supplying food worth $11,000. We 
cannot do our work without the support of our partners. Together, we’re 
feeding a lot of animals in Santa Barbara County. 
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You can contribute to our food distribution services anytime by dropping off supplies, shopping 
our Amazon Wish List or making a monetary donation. For example, a gift of $25 feeds a dog or 
cat for at least a month, or consider a monthly recurring gift to keep more pets happy, healthy 
and in their homes! Find more details about how to support our efforts at care4paws.org/drive.



MOBILE clinic services provided for 1,000+ 
more pets than anticipated in 2020
We are busier than ever providing free and low-cost spay/neuter surgeries and veterinary care to our community’s 
most vulnerable members. Before the pandemic outbreak, we had budgeted to provide 1,400 spays and neuters, 
which would have been a record for us. As of October 31, we have performed 1,700 surgeries, and it’s likely that 
we will alter 2,000 pets in 2020 if we receive adequate funding. That’s 600 more surgeries than we anticipated. 

We had also planned to provide veterinary care to 1,200 pets in 2020, but with the financial impact of COVID-19, 
we have already assisted 1,400 pets with medical treatment and are on track to help 1,700 animals this year.

To accommodate the unsurpassed need for assistance, we have increased our clinic days to five per week and we 
often double up, using both mobile units to help more clients. We will host 180 or more mobile clinic days during 
2020, compared to 140 days in 2019 and 120 in 2018. Each extra clinic day costs us an average of $2,500, adding 
approximately $100,000 to our budgeted operating costs.

With your support, we can continue to meet the tremendous demand in the months to come. A donation of $25 
sponsors a health exam for a sick pet. A $50 gift supports a pet with vaccines and flea treatment. For $125, you 
can sponsor a spay/neuter or dental for a dog or cat in need. A $1,000 contribution provides spays/neuters and 
basic medical care for up to 15 pets, while a $2,500 donation allows us to help up to 50 pets with critical care.

Want to support our critical clinic work? Please donate at care4paws.org/help. 
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“Thanks to your organization, my precious 
senior dogs have a chance to live out their 
lives as healthy as possible. You are a shining 
star in a challenging world.”  
                                           – Brian Zimmerman



Beat the heat
We love collaborations! On September 20, 
our mobile clinic crew and the vet team from 
Santa Barbara County Animal Services altered 
38 cats at the Santa Maria county shelter 
as part of our joint annual “Beat the Heat” 
promotion. We also helped 50-plus pets with 
vaccines and other services. Go team! 

A pawsitive note from lou & lily
“Lily and I thank you for helping us during a much-needed time. When I took 
Lily to the vet, we found out that we faced an expensive vet bill plus a long 
wait list due to the pandemic. We located C.A.R.E.4Paws and quickly got an 
appointment for Lily to have surgery at a much more affordable cost. At this 
point, Lily was truly showing signs of pain and wasn’t being her normal happy 
self. Being an emotional support dog, she is always there for me when I need 
her and, at this moment, she really needed me.

I am excited to say that Lily is feeling like her normal self again. We are so 
thankful for your services to keep our family pets happy and healthy. Your 
organization is a blessing, and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.”
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Sixty spays/neuters for Paw Works
In May, C.A.R.E.4Paws’ mobile clinic team altered 60 cats and dogs from 
Paw Works in Ventura County. All of Paw Works regular spay/neuter 
partners have been closed or offer limited services due to COVID-19 
and the group desperately needed to alter the kitties and pups they had 
in foster so that they could get them adopted and pull more pets from 
overcrowded shelters. We are happy to partner up with Paw Works and 
help save more animals lives. 

Ensuring lost pets return home
Every two seconds, a four-legged family companion is lost. Sadly, many 
pets never return home because of lack of identification. This is why we 
partnered with Santa Barbara County Animal Services for a $5 microchip 
campaign in October. We provided chips to several hundred dogs and cats 
during our weekday clinics and through four special Sunday clinics, when 
Animal Services also sold dog licenses. A chip can reduce a pet’s shelter 
stay dramatically or prevent animals from ending up homeless altogether. 
C.A.R.E.4Paws regularly offers microchipping for $10, including registration. 
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wellness services at 
Alameda Park
Every Thursday since April, C.A.R.E.4Paws has 
joined other agencies at Santa Barbara’s Alameda 
Park to support community members that are 
struggling more than ever due to the pandemic. 
Many are homeless, living on the streets or in their 
cars. Not only does our volunteer crew distribute 
food, flea treatment and blankets and beds to pets 
in need, but on the first Thursday of each month, 
we provide grooming for dogs of homeless 
owners with our friends from A’s Dog Grooming. 
This service is generously sponsored by one of 
our loyal donors. Antonio and his compassionate 
team from A’s do a great job and also help us with 
special grooming requests for other programs 
when needed. 

Learn more about this and other regular events at 
care4paws.org/petassistance.

Compassion counts!
Our one-of-a-kind youth initiative, Paws Up For Pets, aims to 
inspire compassion and accountability for animals and empathy 
in our community as a whole. We work with children K-6 enrolled 
in afterschool programs in underserved areas of Santa Barbara 
County. The goal is to empower youth to make a difference by 
showing others that they care about animals and by speaking up 
against abuse, bullying and discrimination. We have a great new 
program coordinator, Sam Schiff, and this fall, Sam and our team 
are working with children at the YMCA in Lompoc as well as at the 
United Boys & Girls Clubs in Lompoc and Goleta. The kids learn 
about compassionate pet care, safety around animals, dog training 
and more. They get to hang out with our cute ambassador pets: 
pups Penny and Eddies and Topher the kitty. 

care4paws.org/youth programs



A SAFE HAVEN For domestic 
violence survivors

C.A.R.E.4Paws’ Latest Scoop

In January, C.A.R.E.4Paws’ launched Safe Haven, a 
program that ensures that domestic violence survivors 
can find safety for their pets when they leave an 
abusive situation. Pet owners exposed to domestic 
violence can seek emergency shelter with their 
companion animals through our partner, Domestic 
Violence Solutions (DVS), and C.A.R.E.4Paws will 
arrange for immediate, anonymous foster care or 
boarding for the pets. We also collaborate with the 
District Attorney’s Office Victim-Witness Assistance 
Program, plus, survivors and law enforcement can 
contact C.A.R.E.4Paws directly for support. 

With the lockdown orders and heightened stresses 
caused by COVID-19, domestic violence is more 
prevalent than ever. So many of our community 
members and their animals are being harmed in a 
place where they should feel safest: their own home. 
We and our partners are here to provide a refuge. 

Will you consider making a donation to support this 
lifesaving program? 

care4paws.org/safehaven

youth Pet portraits 
Through Paws Up For Pets, we are proud to 
partner with the amazing youth at the United Boys 
& Girls Club in Lompoc to provide portraits of all 
types of pets, while raising critical funds for the 
work that C.A.R.E.4Paws does to help animals and 
their families. 

Portraits are painted on 11x14 canvasses from a 
clear, closeup photo you send us and cost $50 or 
an amount of choice above that. 

The children work very hard on the portraits and 
not only do they have fun, but they feel a strong 
sense of achievement in the process. And who 
knows? You may help inspire a future artist!

Learn more and order your pet master piece today:  

care4paws.org/portraits 

“I am so grateful for this program and the 
support I received, twice, for my dog and for 
me. I was going through an incredibly hard 
time and without Safe Haven, I would not have 
been able to keep my girl. Now we’re a safe 
place and very happy to be reunited.”           
                                             ~Cookie’s mom       



You can still find great 
adoptable animals at 
care4paws.org/adopt.
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Thank you, Wags n’ Whiskers sponsors! 

OUr Virtual Wags n’ Whiskers FEstival
This year, we turned C.A.R.E.4Paws’ celebrated Wags n’ Whiskers Festival into a weeklong virtual event, October 
5-11. We promoted more than 100 adoptable pets from Central Coast shelters and rescues at care4paws.org/adopt 
and on our social media pages. We also highlighted our sponsors and invited pet owners to participate in Best in 
Show by posting photos and videos of their pets’ favorite outfits or top talents. Next year’s festival takes place on 
October 9 at Santa Barbara City College and it’s not too early to sign up for a vendor booth or sponsorship. 

care4paws.org/wagsnwhiskers



VOLUNTEER POWER 

Without our dedicated volunteers, we could never 
do our work and support as many pet owners 
in need, especially not during this pandemic. 
From packing and delivering pet food to working 
during our many wellness events to fostering pets 
for Safe Haven and other critical programs, our 
volunteers are invaluable. 

Since the start of COVID-19, we have recruited 
many new volunteers, including individuals and 
groups such as the Rotary Club of Montecito. 
People are eager to pitch in and help and it’s 
exciting to keep building our C.A.R.E.4Paws team. 

Thank you, everyone! Together, we keep animals 
out of shelters and ensure pets stay happy, 
healthy and with their owners for life.

Want to help out? Send an email to: 

volunteer@care4paws.org
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C.A.R.E.4Paws’ Fundraising

AND: Animal Charitable Foundation of Santa Barbara County, Bess Spiva Timmons Foundation, Christian Science Society,  
Dr. Hildegard H. Balin Charitable Trust, Edwin and Jeanne Woods Family Foundation, Ethel Frends Foundation, Kirby 
Foundation, Kislak Family Foundation, La Centra-Sumerlin, Mark & Dorothy Smith Family Foundation, Mary H. Storer 

Foundation, Mary Jo & Hank Greenberg Animal Welfare Foundation, May & Bill Allison Foundation, Petco Foundation, 
Raintree Foundation, Roy & Ida Eagle Foundation, Roy & Marian Holleman Foundation, Santa Barbara City Animal Control, 
Santa Barbara County Animal Services, T.S. & K.D. Glide Foundation, Volentine Family Foundation, Walter & Holly Thomson 
Foundation, Wendy P. McCaw Foundation, WWW Foundation, Williams-Corbett Foundation, Wood-Claeyssens Foundation

FUNDING FROM CITY ANIMAL CONTROL
We appreciate the generous $3,000 grant from Santa Barbara City 
Animal Control and Santa Barbara Police Department to support spays/
neuters of city dogs and cats in our mobile clinic. This is the fourth time 
C.A.R.E.4Paws has received such a grant and we love the continued
partnership to curb pet overpopulation. We encourage everyone to
license (and microchip) your pets as it can be their “ticket” back home.

A gift that keeps giving 
In May, we received a wonderful, $15,000 gift from community members 
Heather and Tom Sturgess to help us purchase a large order of pet food 
from Lemos Feed & Pet Supply. The donation helped feed hundreds 
of animals in our county. As a bonus, substantial discounts and a big 
donation of food from Lemos allowed us to stretch the Sturgess’s gift 
even further. “Tom and I are very happy to help families feed their pets 
during this very difficult time,” says Heather.  

Community supporting community 
We are truly grateful for the incredible support from donors, foundations and partner businesses, agencies and 
nonprofits. While our expenses have nearly doubled due to COVID-19, many of our contributors have increased 
their funding to ensure we can meet the community’s demand for help. We have also received funding from new 
grantors. Thank you from all of us with C.A.R.E.4Paws for being there when we need you the most!  



C.A.R.E.4Paws Fundraising

YOUR PLANNED GIFT can Help 
CHANGE THE FUTURE FOR OUR 
ANIMAL FRIENDS 

One great way to support C.A.R.E.4Paws is through “planned 
giving.” Most commonly, this type of gift is made by naming 
C.A.R.E.4Paws as a beneficiary of your Will or Trust, a life
insurance policy, bank account, pension or retirement plan.

It’s easy to do and your pledge can be structured in many 
different ways, such as by indicating a certain dollar amount 
or percentage of your estate, or by identifying a specific asset 
that will go to C.A.R.E.4Paws at your passing. Once you have 
chosen the method of your bequest, all you have to do is 
include the below legal language: 

“I hereby donate (X dollar amount, X percent, or the entire 
residue of an estate) to C.A.R.E.4Paws, Inc., a California 
Nonprofit Corporation, P.O. Box 60524, Santa Barbara, CA 
93160. EIN: 27-0207473; date of incorporation: May 6, 2009.”

If you choose our charity to be the beneficiary of your IRA, 
keep in mind that if you are taking Required Minimum 
Distributions and you don’t need those funds, you can have 
those distributions donated directly to C.A.R.E.4Paws and 
possibly save on your income taxes.

There are additional types of gifts that can help C.A.R.E.4Paws. 
We encourage you to discuss planned giving with your estate-
planning attorney or financial planner. If you’re not already 
working with someone, please reach out to me anytime to 
discuss what type of gift is best suited for your situation.

By Kathryn Courain, 
C.A.R.E.4Paws Board Treasurer
and a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL
PLANNER™ with Avalan Wealth
Management:
805.962.7725,
kathryn@care4paws.org

S

MEANINGFUL WAYS TO GIVE

• Monthly Donations
A wonderful way to help us is by
becoming a monthly contributor. Simply
go to care4paws.org/help and follow the
steps. You can also arrange for automated
checks to be sent to C.A.R.E.4Paws at
P.O. Box 60524, Santa Barbara, 93160.
Any amount makes a pawsitive impact!

• Facebook Birthday Fundraisers
In lieu of giving gifts to you, friends
and family can donate to us through
Facebook. It’s very easy to do: Go to
facebook.com/fundraisers and select
C.A.R.E.4Paws as your charity.

• Shop & Give Back
When ordering from Amazon.com,
choose us as your Smile.Amazon.com
charity and we get a donation each time.

thank you, board of directors! 
C.A.R.E.4Paws has a great team, starting with our Board: President
Christopher Harris, Secretary Dan Keep, Treasurer Kathryn Courain and
Directors Sharon Kantanen, Day Yeager, Nancy Curtis, Thomas Fisher, Cam
Gittler, and Cindy Whelan. We thank Diana Washburn for her outstanding
service for two years as well as Wendy Domanski, who left our board at the
start of the pandemic to become our Community Programs Coordinator
and has made a tremendous difference for our organization since. Part of our Board of Directors team 



C.A.R.E.4Paws
P.O. Box 60524
Santa Barbara, CA 93160

We keep pets happy, healthy 
and with their families for life!

With your support...
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